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Executive Summary

 � The Covid-19 Pandemic has negatively affected children’s rights, especially in the sphere of child 
protection.

 �  Some of the risk factors for violence, abuse and neglect associated with the COVID19 pandemic are: 
(1) increase in children’s digital activity and a decrease in caregiver monitoring; (2) increased poverty 
and food insecurity due to loss of income; (3) disruption of peer and social support networks for 
children; (4) disruption of community and social support services for children; and (5) ad hoc child care 
arrangements.1

 � These risk factors are further exacerbated by the measures implemented by the government such as 
mobility restrictions and shifting to remote and home-based learning government to curb the spread 
of COVID19.

 � Within the context of a public health emergency such as the current pandemic, this means putting 
in place mechanisms that ensure the rights of children are respected, their best interests given due 
consideration and their survival and development to their fullest capacity are not compromised.

 � In public health emergencies, child protection work becomes even more crucial, as existing 
vulnerabilities and risks faced by children are heightened. It becomes relevant in all settings – at home, 
schools, institutional care and the community.

 � Accessible reporting mechanisms such as online reporting portals or phone hotlines need to be set-up 
and supported with quick response and referral systems. 

 � Current programs providing psycho-social and other support services to child victims of violence, abuse 
or neglect must be strengthened, while ensuring that minimum health safety protocols are followed.

 � Guidelines from national government agencies for local government units for implementing programs, 
laws and policies based on a child-rights approach should be regularly issued.

 � Being front liners in the community, the capacity of Barangay Councils for the Protection of Children to 
effectively respond to cases of violence against children, especially during emergency situations such 
as a pandemic, should be supported and strengthened. 

 � Education and information campaigns on online safety, digital wellness and responsible netiquette 
must be promoted and intensified. Educating children and their parents or caregivers on online safety 
is an essential first step in keeping children safe from perpetrators of cyber-violence.

 � A multi-disciplinary approach is required to effectively provide for child protection mechanisms during 
a public health emergency.

 � The current pandemic is a crisis that requires a concerted action from all stakeholders, including children.

1  The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, End Violence Against Children, UNICEF, WHO, COVID-19: Protecting Children 
from Violence, Abuse and Neglect in the Home, Version 1, May 2020
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Negative Impacts of the Pandemic on Child 
Protection

On 30 January 2020, the first case of COVID-19 in 
the Philippines was reported by the Department of 
Health, and the first local transmission of the virus 
was confirmed on 7 March 2020.2 Its spread has since 
caused 4,663 deaths in the country.3 Unemployment 
rate rose to 17.7%, accounting for 7.3 Million 
Filipinos4 and hunger rate among Filipinos rose to 
20.9% or an estimated 5.2 Million families.5

The government has implemented several preventive 
and responsive measures in a bid to address the 
pandemic and soften its socio-economic impact on 
Filipinos. Minimum health safety standards have 
been imposed in the workplace, movement and 
travel of people outside their homes were restricted, 
different levels of community quarantine were put in 
place and education has shifted to a remote or home-
based modality, among others. 

Unfortunately, these measures inadvertently 
exposed children to additional risks and 
vulnerabilities for violence, abuse and neglect. The 
punitive approach of law enforcement during a 
community quarantine have subjected children to 
inhumane punishment. For instance, two children 
were locked in a coffin in Cavite province while five 
young people were locked inside a dog cage, for 
violating curfew regulations.6 For children who are 
already exposed to violence, being confined in their 
homes during the quarantine exacerbates the risks 
of increased violence against children. Lockdown 
measures deprive them of ready access to available 
support and protective mechanisms such as schools 

2  World Health Organization, Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) in the Philippines, available at https://www.
who.int/philippines/emergencies/covid-19-in-the-philip-
pines (last accessed Sept 11, 2020)

3  World Health Organization, Philippines, available at https://
covid19.who.int/region/wpro/country/ph (last accessed 
Sept. 16, 2020)

4  Philippine Statistics Authority, Employment Situation in 
April 2020, available at https://psa.gov.ph/content/employ-
ment-situation-april-2020 (last accessed Sept. 11, 2020)

5  Social Weather Stations, SWS July 3-6, 2020, National Mo-
bile Phone Survey-Report 5: Hunger among families climbs 
to 20.9%, available at http://www.sws.org.ph/swsmain/art-
cldisppage/?artcsyscode=ART-20200721164746 (last ac-
cessed Sept. 11, 2020)

6  Margaret Wurth & Carlos H. Conde, Philippine Children 
Face Abuse for Violating COVID-19 Curfew, available at 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/philippine-chil-
dren-face-abuse-violating-covid-19-curfew (last accessed 
Sept. 11, 2020)

and local child protection councils. This should cause 
alarm, as even prior to the pandemic, only 10% of 
cases of violence against children are reported7, 
notwithstanding that 80% of children are found to 
have experienced violence.8 The E-Report of Project 
Kumustahan received 29 reports from June to August 
2020, of which 21% of cases involved violence against 
children. These cases of violence included physical, 
sexual and online sexual abuse and exploitation of 
children. 

Due to emerging trends in digital connectivity, 
children are now spending a significant amount of 
time online. While digital tools and internet access 
allow children to continue learning and facilitate 
social interactions with their peers, it also magnifies 
online risks such as sexual exploitation and cyber-
bullying.9 With more adults  being  isolated  at  home,  
there  is  a growing demand for child sexual abuse 
material both through open networks, and over 
the dark web and peer-to-peer networks (Ecpat 
International, 2020[109]).10  In the National Baseline 
Study on Violence Against Children, about 1 in 2 
children aged 13-17 experience cyberviolence while 
1 in 4 children are being exposed to sexually explicit 
content.11 From March 1 to May 24, 2020 alone, the 
Office of Cybercrime of the Department of Justice 
reported that they received almost 280,000 cases 
of online sexual abuse and exploitation of children 
(OSAEC), a 264% increase from the number of reports 
the previous year. While it is difficult to measure the 
increase in the incidence of OSAEC as a result of the 
COVID-19 crisis—mainly because electronic service 
providers are not currently detecting livestreamed 
abuse or production of new child sexual exploitation 
materials—NGOs and global law enforcement are 
concerned about indicators of the increased threat 

7  Council for the Welfare of Children & United Nations Children’s 
Fund, National Baseline Study on Violence Against Children: Phil-
ippines, Executive Summary (2016). p. 3

8  Council for the Welfare of Children & United Nations Children’s 
Fund, National Baseline Study on Violence Against Children: Phil-
ippines, Executive Summary (2016). p. 12

9  Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment, Combatting COVID-19’s effect on children, avail-
able at http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/
combatting-covid-19-s-effect-on-children-2e1f3b2f/ (last 
accessed Sept. 11, 2020)

10  Id.
11  Council for the Welfare of Children & United Nations Children’s 

Fund, National Baseline Study on Violence Against Children: Phil-
ippines, Executive Summary (2016). p. 8

https://www.who.int/philippines/emergencies/covid-19-in-the-philippines
https://www.who.int/philippines/emergencies/covid-19-in-the-philippines
https://www.who.int/philippines/emergencies/covid-19-in-the-philippines
https://covid19.who.int/region/wpro/country/ph
https://covid19.who.int/region/wpro/country/ph
https://psa.gov.ph/content/employment-situation-april-2020
https://psa.gov.ph/content/employment-situation-april-2020
http://www.sws.org.ph/swsmain/artcldisppage/?artcsyscode=ART-20200721164746
http://www.sws.org.ph/swsmain/artcldisppage/?artcsyscode=ART-20200721164746
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/philippine-children-face-abuse-violating-covid-19-curfew
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/03/philippine-children-face-abuse-violating-covid-19-curfew
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/combatting-covid-19-s-effect-on-children-2e1f3b2f/
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/combatting-covid-19-s-effect-on-children-2e1f3b2f/
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of OSEC corresponding to the pandemic response.12

Some of the risk factors for violence, abuse and 
neglect associated with the COVID19 pandemic are: 
(1) increase in children’s digital activity and a decrease 
in caregiver monitoring; (2) increased poverty and 
food insecurity due to loss of income; (3) disruption 
of peer and social support networks for children; (4) 
disruption of community and social support services 
for children; and (5) ad hoc child care arrangements.13

Clearly, these risk factors are further exacerbated by 
the measures implemented by the government such 
as mobility restrictions and shifting to remote and 
home-based learning government to curb the spread 
of COVID19, and exposes children to even greater 
possibility of violence, abuse or neglect. 

A Child’s Right to Protection

Child protection is any measure or structure to 
prevent or respond to all situations of violence, abuse, 
neglect and exploitation that affects children.14 The 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
lays down special protection rights of children that 
safeguard them against all forms of abuse, neglect, 
exploitation and violence.15 This includes the right 
to be protected from all forms of sexual exploitation 
and abuse, from physical or mental violence and 
from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and 
punishment, among others. The core provision 
addressing violence against children is in Article 19 of 
the UNCRC mandating States to take all appropriate 
legislative, administrative, social and educational 
measures to protect the child from all forms of 
physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect 
or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, 
including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), 
legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the 
care of the child.16 Protective measures cover a 
wide range of programs including support services, 

12  International Justice Mission, COVID- 19 OSEC Brief, 
available at https://www.ijm.org/documents/COVID19-OS-
EC-Brief-IJM-END-OSEC-Center.pdf (last accessed Sept. 
11, 2020).

13  The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, End 
Violence Against Children, UNICEF, WHO, COVID-19: Protect-
ing Children from Violence, Abuse and Neglect in the Home, Ver-
sion 1, May 2020

14  Save the Children, Save the Children and Child Protec-
tion, available at https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/
node/7586/pdf/sc_child_protection_definition_20071.pdf 
(last accessed Sept. 11, 2020).

15  Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted Nov 20, 
1989, 1577 U.N.T.S.3

16  Id., art 19.

prevention, reporting, referral and investigation 
mechanisms and treatment. 

The Philippine legal framework is replete with laws 
that provide safeguards for children faced with 
different vulnerabilities. The Special Protection 
of Children against Abuse, Exploitation and 
Discrimination Act (Republic Act 7610)17 penalizes 
maltreatment of a child through psychological and 
physical abuse, cruelty, sexual abuse and emotional 
treatment as child abuse while the Anti-Violence 
Against Women and Children Act (Republic Act 
9262)18 protects women and their children from 
physical, emotional, psychological or economic 
violence. Although there is yet a law penalizing online 
sexual exploitation of children as a criminal offense, 
the Anti-Child Pornography Act (Republic Act 9775)19 
makes punishable the hiring, employing, persuading, 
inducing or coercing a child to perform in the creation 
or production of any form of child pornography. 
Further, the Expanded Anti-Trafficking in Persons 
Act (Republic Act 10364)20 considers the use, 
procurement, or offering of a child for prostitution, 
production of pornography or for pornographic 
performances as trafficking in persons and the 
Safe Spaces Act (RA 11313)21 protects children from 
gender-based sexual harassment online, in public 
spaces and in schools or training institutions. Our 
existing laws provide safeguards for children from 
abuse and harm. Now more than ever, these laws 
are relevant given that during a pandemic, the risks 
of violence against children are heightened.

17  An Act Providing for Stronger Deterrence and Special Pro-
tection Against Child Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimina-
tion, and for Other Purposes [Special Protection of Chil-
dren Against Abuse , Exploitation and Discrimination Act], 
Republic Act No. 7610 (1992).

18  An Act Defining Violence Against Women and their Chil-
dren, Providing Protective Measures for Victims, Prescrib-
ing Penalties Therefor, and for Other Purposes [Anti-Vi-
olence Against Women and their Children Act of 2004], 
Republic Act No. 9262 (2004).

19  An Act Defining the Crime of Child Pornography, Prescrib-
ing Penalties Therefor and for Other Purposes [Anti-Child 
Pornography Act of 2009] Republic Act No. 9775 (2009).

20  An Act Expanding Republic Act No. 9208, Entitled “An Act 
to Institute Policies to Eliminate Trafficking in Persons Es-
pecially women and Children, Establishing the Necessary 
Institutional Mechanisms for the Protection and Support 
of Trafficked Persons, Providing Penalties for its Violations 
and for Other Purposes” [Expanded Anti-Trafficking in Per-
sons Act of 2012] Republic Act No. 10364 (2013).

21  An Act Defining Gender-based Sexual Harassment in 
Streets, Public Spaces, Online, Workplaces and Education 
or Training Institutions, Providing Protective Measures and 
Prescribing Penalties Therefor [Safe Spaces Act] Republic 
Act No. 11313 (2019).

https://www.ijm.org/documents/COVID19-OSEC-Brief-IJM-END-OSEC-Center.pdf
https://www.ijm.org/documents/COVID19-OSEC-Brief-IJM-END-OSEC-Center.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/7586/pdf/sc_child_protection_definition_20071.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/7586/pdf/sc_child_protection_definition_20071.pdf
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The child participants from the online 
consultation shared that they felt safer 
in their homes during the community 
quarantine. They were more worried 
about the possibility of getting infected 
by COVID19 and of not having enough 
resources to survive.

One child participant shared: “Simula 
nang magkaroon ng lockdown sa aming 
probinsya ma[i]tuturing kong mahirap 
ang aking pananatili sa aming bahay sa 
gitna ng pandemic dahil hindi sapat ang 
aming pangangailangan sa araw-araw dahil 
natigil din ang mga trabaho. Gayumpaman 
nakaramdam din ako nang takot dahil ayon 
sa balita nag kalat na talaga ang covid...” - 
Jessmare, 16 years old.

Another shared  “Nung una po oo nag 
aalala po ako na kung ano ang posibleng 
mangyari sa pananatili ko sa bah[a]y dahil 
sa hindi po kami masyadong malapit sa isat 
isa. [M]insan lang po kami mag usap pero 
ngayon nag bago ang pananaw namin sa 
isa’t isa...” - Arvin, 16 years old.

Through a Child’s Lens
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Meanwhile, specific rights and protections for a child in conflict with 
the law are guaranteed under the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act (RA 
9344)22 which is framed on restorative justice principles. Noting earlier 
reports of children being arrested for quarantine and curfew violations, 
the Council for the Welfare of Children and the Department of Interior 
and Local Government has issued Joint Memorandum Circular (JMC) 
2020-01 reminding local government units to recognize the rights 
and promote the best interests of children in the implementation 
of quarantine regulations.23 The JMC emphasized that children 
violating curfew ordinances should not be penalized but instead shall 
be brought to their residence or barangay hall to be released to the 
custody of their parents and provided with appropriate interventions. 
This was supplemented by additional guidelines issued by the DILG 
requiring barangay leaders and law enforcement officers to treat 
children who violate curfew regulations humanely and with dignity. 
Barangay leaders and law enforcement officers are thus reminded to 
use child-friendly language in explaining why the child was brought to 
the barangay, refrain from using vulgar words or sexually harassing 
the child, and avoid violence or unnecessary force.

How Safe Do We Feel: Perspectives of Children

Fifty (50) children, ages 11 to 17, from across the country were 
consulted online to solicit their perception of safety in their homes, 
community and the online environment. In general, the children felt 
safe in their own homes, and were more worried about their parents 
and the possibility of their being infected with COVID19. While abuse 
inside their homes were not a concern, one child expressed that that 
parents should change their parenting approach, especially in terms 
of disciplining children.

At the community level, although the children suggested imposing 
stricter protocols and felt safer when barangays arrest violators of 
quarantine rules, it was apparent that the children were also aware 
of the abuses committed by law enforcement officers and of the 
inhumane punishment imposed even on children.

Almost half of the children (22 of the 50 participants) felt that the 
internet is not a safe place for children, pointing out the different 
deleterious effect it has on children. It is worth noting that almost 
all the children shared that they have experienced the following: 
cyberbullying, exposure to fake news, friend requests from strangers, 
access to and receiving sensitive content, and getting their accounts 
hacked. On the other hand, the rest of them shared that the internet 
is safe for children as long as they are properly monitored and guided 

22  An Act Establishing a Comprehensive Juvenile Justice and Welfare System, Cre-
ating the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Council under the Department of Justice, 
Appropriating Funds Therefor and for Other Purposes [Juvenile Justice and 
Welfare Act] Republic Act No. 9344 (2006).

23  Department of Interior and Local Government and Council for the Welfare 
of Children, Joint Memorandum Circular No 2020-001 [DILG-CWC JMC No. 
2020-001] (Apr 6, 2020).
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QuaranTEEN Stories: 
Online Consultation with Children

An online consultation with children was conducted from 3 August to 4 September by Ateneo Human Rights Center. This was done 
through an online survey and participated by 50 respondents from NCR, Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. with age range of 11 to 17 
years old.

This is the second survey conducted as part of the series of consultations until November 2020.
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Summary of responses to questions related to online safety:

Profile of Respondents
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NCR - 22

Davao City - 8
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Regarding news about abuses committed 
by law enforcement officers and of the 
inhumane punishment imposed even 
on children, a child participant shared:  
“…noong una ay naniniwala kaming 
makatutulong ang pagpapatupad nito 
subalit sari-saring isyu ang naglipana. Ito 
ay dahil sa magulong patakaran ng lokal 
at nasyonal na pamahalaan. Imbes na 
proteksyunan ang kanilang mamamayan, 
kabaligtaran ang ginagawa nila. Patunay 
na rito ang pamamaraan ng panghuhuli. 
Sumunod, magulo rin ang distribusyon ng 
ayuda kaya naman may pagkakataon na 
hindi nasusunod ang social distancing. At isa 
pa, habang tumatagal ay walang mabisang 
solusyon ang nailalatag ng pamahalaan 
kundi puro pansarili lamang. Walang 
solusyong medikal kung kaya’t kahit nasa 
loob ako/kami ng aming tirahan, nanatili 
pa rin kaming takot at nangangamba.” - 
Jasmine, 17 years old.

When asked about their awareness of 
news regarding internet safety, one 
child participant said that: “Ang mga 
balita tungkol sa OSEC. Sobrang bulnerable 
ng mga bata lalo na ngayong ipinatutupad 
ang quarantine. Sakali mang maisip 
nilang tumakas, hindi nila ito nagagawa. 
Hindi rin nila alam kung kanino at paano 
magsusumbong tungkol sa ginagawa sa 
kanila. Ang mas nakakabahala pa e hindi nila 
alam kung mabuti at tama ba ang ginagawa o 
ipinapagawa sa kanila ng kanilang magulang 
o ng kung sino mang naglagay sila sa gano’ng 
situwasyon.”  -  Rose, 17 years  old.

To keep their communities safer, the 
child participants suggested to train law 
enforcers including barangay officers on 
how to use more humane approach in 
reprimanding people. 

One child suggested “Sana bigyan ng sapat 
na trainings ang mga pagpapatupad ng 
mga hakbang ngayon na may pandemya at 
turuan sana sila ng makabatang approach.” 
- Alex, 17 years old.

Another participant said “Nais ko sanang 
pag butihin pa kung may huhulihin ay sana 
maayos at hindi basta bastang huli lamang.”
 - Miguel, 17 years old.

Through a Child’s Lens
by their parents and guardians. The consultation further showed that 
most children respond to unsafe online situations by either reporting 
harmful online content and activities, unfriending and blocking 
suspicious accounts, and sharing the incident with their parents. 
A small number answered that they just let the situation go, thus 
allowing any incident to go unreported.

Strengthening Child Protection during Public Health 
Emergencies

The State has the primary duty to fulfill and protect the rights of 
children. Within the context of a public health emergency such as 
the current pandemic, this means putting in place mechanisms that 
ensure the rights of children are respected, their best interests given 
due consideration and their survival and development to their fullest 
capacity are not compromised. In public health emergencies, child 
protection work becomes even more crucial, as existing vulnerabilities 
and risks faced by children heightened. It becomes relevant in all 
settings – at home, schools, institutional care and the community.

With mobility restrictions in place, the current pandemic 
compromises the ability of existing child protection workers to reach 
out to and help children who are victims of violence, abuse or neglect 
inside their homes. Children’s access to support systems – usually 
their peers at school or teachers – is now severely limited, which 
might lead to more unreported cases. It is thus important for the 
government to put in place child protections systems that effectively 
function even during a public health emergency. Existing case 
management protocols for handling cases of abuse and exploitation 
of children must be revisited and amended to make it more adaptive 
to emergency or crisis situations. Accessible reporting mechanisms 
such as online reporting portals or phone hotlines need to be set-
up and supported with a quick response and referral systems. It is 
necessary that current programs providing psycho-social and other 
support services to children victims of violence, abuse or neglect are 
strengthened during the pandemic, while observing minimum health 
safety protocols.

As barangay front liners, the barangay councils for the protection of 
children (BCPCs) play a crucial role in preventing and responding to 
violence against children in their communities. Assisting children in 
need of special protection, reporting and referring cases against child 
abusers to proper agencies, and monitoring the situation of children 
are among the key functions of the BCPC. Their capacity to effectively 
respond to cases of violence against children, especially during 
emergency situations such as a pandemic, should be supported and 
strengthened. 

National government agencies should promptly and regularly issue 
guidelines for local government units on how to deal with cases 
involving children to provide the parameters within which local 
government front liners will act. These guidelines should enjoin local 
government officials and law enforcement to take a child-rights based 



7

To keep internet child-friendly, 
respondents shared that awareness-
raising and improving education will help 
children keep themselves safe and be 
responsible users. Guidance from parents 
and guardians is also crucial for children 
to understand the dangers of the internet. 
Safety features such as age verification, 
enabling child-mode, censoring sexually 
suggestive media, and making use of 
internet algorithm to prevent harmful 
content from reaching underage users.

“Alamin nila nang mabuti kung saan 
lamang dapat gamitin ang internet. Maging 
responsable sila sa paggamit nito at huwag 
hahayaang lumagpas sa limitasyon. Alamin 
nila kung sino lang ang dapat nilang kausapin, 
kung ano ang dapat paniwalaan base sa mga 
impormasyong kumakalat, at kung ano ang 
gagawin at kung kanino magsusumbong 
sakaling makaranas sila ng banta ng pang-
aabuso. Ipaalam nila lagi ang ginagawa 
nila sa kanilang mga magulang. Hayaan 
nilang gabayan sila nito. Turuan din nila ang 
kanilang magulang upang naiintindihan nila 
kung paano mo ginagamit ‘yon, magabayan 
ka nila at maproteksyunan laban sa kahit 
anong porma ng pang-aabuso online. Iwasan 
na rin sanang mag-post at mag-share ng 
fake news at hindi kaaya-ayang post online. 
Iwasan na rin ang pakikipagtalo o pang-aasar 
online.” - Rose, 17 years old.

The respondents shared the following 
suggestions:

1. Children must have self-awareness and 
knowledge on the responsible use of 
the internet, such as not engaging in 
questionable activities.

2. Conduct awareness campaigns and 
disseminate information that teaches 
children how to use the internet 
responsibly.

3. Parents and guardians should guide their 
children whenever they use the internet 
and devices. 

4. All content on the internet should be  
filtered using an algorithm code to lead 
information to appropriate users and 
accounts based on their age.

5. Online apps should have a separate 
version suited for a child. A child-mode 
feature should be available. An example 
of this is YouTube Kids.

6. Filter content and videos that are not safe 
for children. Remove all sensual materials 
such as nude photos and pornographic 
videos from the internet.

7. Identify online platforms that are not safe 
for children and make them inaccessible.

8. Allow age verification in sensitive posts 
and content that may not be safe for 
children.

9. Dangerous content and activities, such 
as cyberbullying, should be reported 
immediately.

Through a Child’s Lens

This policy  brief is developed and published as part of Project Kumustahan by the 
Ateneo Human Rights Center, in partnership with Save the Children Philippines.
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4/F Ateneo Professional Schools Building, 20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, 
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approach in implementing government’s policies in response to the 
pandemic. The joint DILG and CWC guidelines for local government 
officials and local law enforcement officers in the treatment of 
children in conflict with the law during the quarantine period can 
be cited as a good example. It considered the special vulnerability of 
children in conflict with the law, and prescribed a process of handling 
them in a manner consistent with the child’s best interest and human 
dignity. In the same manner, local government units operating a 
Bahay Pag-asa were also guided by the Juvenile Justice and Welfare 
Council through its Guidance for the Bahay Pag-asa and other Youth 
Care and Rehabilitation Facilities handling CICLs and CARs during the 
COVID19 situation. Among others, it provided for alternatives to in-
person family visits and required the continuous case management 
of a multi-disciplinary team for newly admitted children. It would do 
well for local government units to be guided on how to implement 
programs, laws and policies in a child-sensitive manner.

It bears stressing that protecting children in the digital environment 
needs urgent attention and action considering the amount of time 
they spend in cyberspace. It became apparent from the children’s 
consultation that children are not too aware of the different dangers 
on the digital environment. This is alarming as this may translate 
to complacency and a false sense of security when communicating 
and posting materials online. There is a need to intensify education 
and information campaigns on online safety, digital wellness and 
responsible netiquette. Educating children and their parents or 
caregivers on online safety is an essential first step in keeping children 
safe from perpetrators of cyber-violence.

A multi-disciplinary approach is required to effectively provide for 
child protection mechanisms during a public health emergency. 
Different social service departments of the government such as 
the health, social work and education services need close linkages 
and coordination given the inter-related and indivisible nature of 
children’s rights. Further, partnerships with the non-government and 
business sectors for technical assistance, education and awareness 
campaigns, and intervention and support services for children should 
be encouraged and fostered. The current pandemic is a crisis that 
requires a concerted action from all stakeholders, including children. 
Apart from ensuring that effective mechanisms for the protection 
of children are in place, children themselves should be capacitated 
about their rights, how to protect them, and the remedies available 
when their rights are violated.
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